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Moreover,  it  is  required  in  stewards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithful. 

1  Corinthians,  iv.  2. 

In  a  former  discourse  from  these  words,  I  made  them  the 
groundwork,  in  their  direct  suggestion,  of  a  train  of  observa¬ 
tions  on  the  duties  of  a  Christian  pastor  to  his  people.  They 
have  also  an  indirect  bearing  upon  the  reciprocal  topic  of  the 
duties  of  the  congregation  to  their  pastor.  The  steward  was 
an  officer  in  the  household,  placed  in  commission  over  others 
who  were  bound  by  the  same  authority  that  originated  his 
powers  to  submit  to  his  ministrations,  and  fulfil  whatever  duties 
resulted  from  their  mutual  relationship.  In  its  figurative  ap¬ 
plication,  therefore,  the  text  may  be  regarded  as  necessarily 
implying  that  the  relation  of  a  pastor  to  his  people  is  a  reci¬ 
procal  relation.  If  it  involves,  as  it  most  obviously  does, 
weighty  and  imperative  obligations  on  the  part  of  the  former, 
it  is  equally  plain  that  there  must  be  some  duties  springing 
from  it  to  bind  the  consciences  of  the  latter.  I  have  attempted 
to  set  before  you  some  of  the  points  of  duty,  which  the  faith¬ 
ful  discharge  of  my  office  as  a  Christian  pastor  will  exact  from 
me.  It  may  not  be  useless  at  this  peculiar  period  to  discuss 
some  of  the  particulars  of  this  reciprocal  obligation,  which  a 
Christian  view  of  our  relation  to  each  other  evinces  to  be  bind¬ 
ing  upon  you  whom  I  now  address.  If,  in  unfolding  such 
duties,  there  be  matters  which  bear  upon  personal  interests 
and  feelings,  I  must  remember  that  there  is  no  sufficient  rea¬ 
son  why  even  these  should  not  be  examined  and  detailed,  and 
that  the  shrinking  delicacy  of  the  man  must  not  be  allowed 
to  obstruct  the  office  of  the  minister.  I  ask  you,  my  brethren, 
to  hear  what  I  have  now  to  offer,  with  all  Christian  candour, 
and  especially  with  an  ever-present  conviction  that  I  am 
speaking  to  you  as  one  who  holds  his  commission  from  God, 
and  who  therefore  is  constrained  to  discharge  its  requisi- 
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tions,  however  they  may  war  with  his  personal  feelings  or  his 
official  sensitiveness.  I  rejoice,  however,  in  being  able  to  say, 
that  in  the  discussion  of  such  topics  as  these,  I  can  speak  to 
those  before  me  with  the  full  persuasion,  that  neither  will 
my  motives  be  misconstrued,  nor  my  sentiments  give  offence. 

Directing  your  thoughts  from  these  prefatory  observations 
to  the  leading  object  of  this  discourse,  I  remark : — 

I.  In  the  first  place,  then,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  congregation 
statedly  to  attend  the  public  service  of  the  sanctuary. 

It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  discuss  with  you  at  this  time 
the  obligation  of  the  public  worship  of  God,  or  to  present  to 
your  minds  a  detail  of  the  benefits  to  yourselves  and  to  society, 
of  this  public  acknowledgment  of  your  dependence  upon  your 
Maker  and  Saviour.  No  man  who  allows  himself  to  be  the 
workmanship  of  the  Almighty  architect,  or  allows  that  the 
arm  of  providence  is  stretched  over  him,  or  recognises  in  the 
slightest  manner  his  relation  to  Christianity;  and  especially  no 
man  who  counts  himself  as  belonging  to  the  church  of  which 
we  profess  to  be  members,  can  hesitate  to  admit,  in  theory  at 
least,  that  the  stated  worship  of  God  in  this  temple,  is  a  clear, 
positive,  and  undeniable  duty  of  the  congregation  to  whose 
use  it  is  appropriated.  This  is  none  other  than  the  house  of 
God.  Here  he  is  worshipped.  Here  his  awful  authority  is 
acknowledged.  Here  his  praises  are  sung,  his  mercies  im¬ 
plored,  his  wrath  deprecated.  Here  the  plan  of  salvation  is 
unfolded,  its  conditions  urged,  and  its  dreadful  alternative 
enforced.  Equally,  then,  by  duty  to  God  and  regard  for 
your  spiritual  good,  and  by  your  specific  obligations  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  and  part  of  the  congregation,  are  you 
required  to  attend  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary,  and  to 
attend  it  statedly  and  faithfully.  If  the  reasons  which  call 
you  to  this  house  were  of  an  occasional  and  transient  charac¬ 
ter  only,  an  occasional  and  transient  attendance  might  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  fulfilment  of  your  duty,  in  this  behalf.  But  so 
long  as  God  is  in  heaven,  and  we  are  his  creatures  upon  earth 
daily  drinking  the  streams  of  his  bounty,  and  hourly  needing 
the  sustenance  of  his  grace  and  the  protection  of  his  arm,  and 
without  other  foundation  for  our  future  hopes  than  is  disclosed 
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in  that  blessed  gospel,  which  commands  us  not  to  forsake  the 
assembling  of  ourselves  together — so  long  will  it  be  our  duty 
openly  to  acknowledge  him  as  our  Creator,  Preserver  and  Sa¬ 
viour,  by  this  public  and  stated  worship  in  his  holy  temple. 

But  it  is  not  on  these  general  grounds  that  I  wish  to  place  the 
subject  at  present.  I  ask  your  candid  attention  to  it  in  an¬ 
other  view.  You  have  invited  me  to  the  charge  of  this  con¬ 
gregation — for  what  purposes  ?  Amongst  others,  to  conduct 
for  you  the  devotions  of  this  sanctuary,  and  to  preach  to  you 
the  everlasting  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Can  these  duties  be 
accomplished  by  me  without  your  presence  ?  Is  it  not  your 
minds  that  I  am  employed  to  instruct  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ? 
Is  it  not  your  hearts  that  I  am  to  strive  to  rouse  from  lethargy 
and  sin  to  the  true  love  and  adoration  of  Almighty  God  ?  Is  it 
not  your  everlasting  salvation  that  I  am  to  labour  to  effect? 
If  these  things  be  so,  do  we  not  sustain  a  reciprocal  relation 
to  each  other  ?  I  have  come  to  you  as  an  ambassador  of 
Christ,  and  it  is  here,  in  this  house  of  God,  that  you  are  to 
assemble  to  listen  to  the  blessed  amnesty,  which  he  has  com¬ 
missioned  me  to  announce.  I  have  come  as  a  steward  of  the 
divine  mysteries — and  it  is  in  this  house  that  I  am  to  meet 
you  to  distribute  the  spiritual  and  eternal  treasures  which  the 
gospel  places  in  my  hands.  The  very  attitude,  then,  in  which 
I  have  been  at  your  desire  placed  in  regard  to  you  as  a  mi¬ 
nister  of  Christ,  demands  of  you,  as  well  as  myself,  a  faithful 
attendance  in  the  sanctuary  of  God.  If  I  must  be  present  to 
lead  your  devotions,  the  mutual  engagement  demands  that 
you  should  be  here  to  unite  in  them.  If  I  must  be  here  to 
proclaim  to  you  the  offers  and  injunctions  of  the  gospel,  does 
not  the  mutual  engagement,  does  not  the  very  object,  require 
that  you  should  be  here  to  listen  to  those  offers  and  learn  those 
duties? 

There  is,  I  know,  a  rough  kind  of  reasoning,  rather,  I  should 
say,  of  talking,  adopted  by  some,  on  this  point,  which  is  this ; — 
that  as  the  clergyman  is  remunerated  for  his  services,  it  is  of 
little  moment  whether  his  people  attend  his  ministry  or  not. 
My  brethren,  if  it  were  the  compensation  that  led  men  into 
the  ministry  of  the  church;  if  no  higher  and  purer  motive 
actuated  them,  it  might  be  well  to  adopt  this  short-hand  me- 


thod  of  settling  the  accounts  between  the  pastor  and  his  peo¬ 
ple.  But  in  truth  the  last  profession  to  which  any  man  to 
whom  providence  had  allotted  talents,  would  resort  for  com¬ 
pensation  for  his  mental  labours,  is  one  which  demands  con¬ 
tinuous  unbroken  mental  exertion,  to  which  not  even  the 
Sabbath  shines  a  day  of  rest,  and  which  adds  to  mental  exer¬ 
tion,  the  harassings  of  an  anxiety  commensurate  only  with  his 
estimation  of  the  value  of  eternity.  If  calculations  of  this 
mercenary  kind  were  the  governing  principle,  no  man  who 
contemplates  the  broken  constitutions,  or  shattered  health,  or 
early  graves  of  the  labouring  clergy,  would  ever  send  forth  his 
intellectual  ventures  upon  a  sea  which  demanded  so  much 
toil  and  promised  so  little  profit.  The  average  annual  com¬ 
pensation  of  the  parochial  clergy  of  this  diocese  is  between 
six  and  seven  hundred  dollars.  No  !  my  brethren,  the  motive 
is  higher  and  holier,  and  if  I  stand  week  after  week  before 
you  in  this  sanctuary,  it  is  not  that  I  seek  an  adequate  and 
weighed  reimbursement  for  the  thought,  and  study,  and  anxiety 
bestowed  upon  the  subjects  which  I  discuss  in  this  pulpit,  but 
because  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  me  to  preach  his  gos¬ 
pel,  because  my  judgment  and  my  heart  have  taught  me  that 
you  are  all  eternally  interested  in  the  matters  here  pro¬ 
claimed,  because  I  am  convinced  that  unless  you  can  be 
roused  to  a  full  sense  of  your  spiritual  danger,  and  to  an  un¬ 
reserved  submission  to  God  and  Christ,  your  everlasting  sal¬ 
vation  is  impossible.  On  these  grounds  rest  my  duty  to  mi¬ 
nister  to  you  here — on  similar  grounds  rest  your  obligation 
faithfully  to  attend  this  ministry. 

II.  I  proceed  to  another  point  of  reciprocal  obligation  be¬ 
tween  pastor  and  people,  viz.  that  when  assembled  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  God,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  congregation  to  unite  in 
the  Ivor  ship  of  the  temple. 

A  mere  attendance  in  the  house  of  God,  is  not  all  that  is  re¬ 
quired  of  you.  You  come  to  worship  the  father  of  your 
spirits  and  the  Redeemer  of  your  souls.  The  form  of  worship 
in  use  amongst  us  is  a  combined  form :  it  looks  to  the  co-op¬ 
eration  of  the  congregation  with  the  clergyman.  Neither 
can  its  beauty  be  estimated,  nor  its  true  spirit  be  felt  without 
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this  united  action.  When  here  I  conduct  a  service  which  re¬ 
quires  your  aid  in  uttering  its  responsive  portions,  a  service 
which  cannot  be  conducted  as  it  is  appointed  to  be  used  with¬ 
out  your  assistance,  as  Christians  assembled  to  worship  God, 
and  as  Episcopalians  met  to  worship  him  according  to  an  es¬ 
tablished  form,  your  participation  in  the  portions  of  the  service 
allotted  to  the  congregation  is  essentially  necessary.  I  know,  my 
brethren,  that  the  lips  may  move  when  the  heart  is  not  touched. 

I  know  that  God  looks  to  the  heart  rather  than  to  the  words 
which  issue  from  the  mouth.  But  withal,  what  can  be  thought 
of  the  pretensions  of  those  to  be  true  worshippers  whose  hearts 
and  lips  are  both  sealed,  the  former  in  apathy  and  the  latter  in 
silence.  It  is  here  that  we  assemble  to  humble  ourselves  before 
God,  to  confess  our  sins,  to  seek  for  pardon,  to  pray  for  grace,  to 
raise  the  notes  of  praise,  and  to  offer  unto  God  thanksgiving.  In 
each  of  these  portions  of  the  service  all  of  you  are  concerned.  Is 
there  one  of  you  that  can  look  back  upon  the  records  of  the  past 
week  only  without  the  conviction  of  having  during  that  short 
period  offended  in  word,  or  thought,  or  deed,  the  awful  majesty 
of  God?  Is  there  one  of  you  that  has  not  felt  during  that  pe¬ 
riod  the  infirmity  of  a  corrupt  nature,  and  the  power  of  temp¬ 
tation?  Is  there  one  that  has  experienced  no  mercies  which 
call  for  thankfulness,  no  blessings  which  demand  the  voice 
of  gratitude  and  praise?  If  any  such  be  present  they  may  be 
exempted  from  lifting  up  their  voices  in  this  house  of  prayer. 
The  service  of  this  church  is  not  meant  for  such,  it  is  a 
service  adapted  to  sinners ,  pressed  with  the  consciousness  of 
guilt  in  the  sight  of  a  holy  God,  and  therefore  needing  the 
pardon  which  is  here  sought — pressed  with  the  sense  of  in¬ 
firmity  and  corruption  and  therefore  needing  the  grace  which 
is  here  prayed  for — pressed  with  an  overwhelming  load  of 
benefits,  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  therefore  called  on  to 
evince  their  gratitude  to  the  beneficent  author  of  all  these 
blessings.  Now  who  is  there,  of  all  here  present,  that  in  this 
view  of  his  character  and  wants,  would  deny  the  propriety  or 
the  obligation  of  uniting  with  his  heart  and  with  his  voice  in 
the  devotions  of  this  house  of  God.  It  is  not  that  you  are  in¬ 
vited  to  any  thing  like  ostentation  in  this  duty — it  isnot  under 
the  supposition  that  your  devotions  here  will  exempt  you  from 
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moral  or  religious  duties  elsewhere,  that  I  proclaim  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  you  all,  young  and  old,  to  unite  in  the  solemn  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  church  of  God.  Timidity,  false  shame,  indiffer¬ 
ence,  the  apprehension  of  attracting  notice  or  of  being  charged 
with  singularity,  none  of  these  are  adequate  excuses,  before 
conscience  or  God,  for  neglecting  to  humble  yourselves  on  the 
knee  of  prayer,  and  to  add  your  voices  to  those  which  are 
lifted  in  unison  to  a  heavenly  Father;  for  winding  up  your¬ 
selves  in  a  cloak  of  indifference,  and  standing  heedless  and 
unconcerned  in  the  very  temple  of  the  living  God  !  How  cold 
and  chilling  is  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  when  the  feeble 
sound  of  a  timid  and  tremulous  response  is  scarcely  caught 
upon  the  listening  ear  of  your  minister.  How  animating  and 
cheering  would  be  the  united  swell  of  its  five  hundred  voices 
lifted  in  prayer  and  thanksgiving  to  Him  who  sitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  to  the  Lamb. 

III.  I  pass  to  a  third  particular,  and  would  remind  you  that 
our  reciprocal  obligations  exact  of  you  candidly ,  attentively 
and  honestly,  to  receive  and  weigh  the  instructions  which 
it  is  my  duty  to  deliver  to  you  in  this  place. 

I  stand  before  you  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ — to 
unfold  to  you  the  appointed  way  of  salvation — to  rouse  you 
to  that  conviction  of  guilt  and  danger  which  will  induce  you 
to  flee  for  refuge  to  the  hope  set  before  you  in  the  gospel,  to 
explain  to  you  the  doctrines  implicated  in  the  plan  of  eternal 
life,  and  to  urge  compliance  with  the  terms  which  He  who 
offers  to  you  this  mighty  blessing  has  been  pleased  to  attach 
to  its  attainment.  The  motives  which  should  actuate  you, 
the  principles  which  should  guide  your  conduct,  the  trials 
which  await  you,  the  difficulties  which  beset  the  path,  the 
character  and  claims  of  the  awful  Being  who  gave  you  life, 
the  interposition  of  Him  who  hath  redeemed  and  reconciled 
you  unto  God,  and  the  deep  and  solemn  interest  which  you 
have  at  stake  upon  this  subject — these  are  to  be  the  leading 
topics  of  that  course  of  instruction,  which,  as  a  steward  of  the 
divine  mysteries,  I  am  to  labour  to  open  and  apply  in  this  holy 
temple. 

In  the  exposition  of  these  points,  I  must  strive  to  be  found 
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faithful,  i.  e.  I  must  present  the  claims  and  demands  of  the 
gospel  honestly  and  fearlessly,  without  reserve  or  qualifica¬ 
tion.  In  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  this  solemn  obliga¬ 
tion  is  to  be  discharged,  I  am  urged  by  a  sense  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  truths  involved,  and  by  anxiety  for  your  spiritual 
good,  whilst  I  aim  “  to  speak  not  as  pleasing  men,  but  God, 
who  trieth  my  heart,”  to  remember  that  I  must  not  mar  by 
my  carelessness  either  of  style  or  utterance,  the  impression 
which  the  truths  are  in  themselves  calculated  to  make.  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  adopt  in  delivering  the  holy  message  of  my 
God  any  thing  that  savours  of  mere  personal  display  in  phra¬ 
seology  or  in  utterance.  I  trust  I  feel  now — I  pray  that  I 
may  ever  feel — too  deep  an  interest  in  your  spiritual  welfare, 
too  earnest  a  desire  for  your  eternal  salvation,  too  strong  a 
sense  of  my  responsibility  to  God,  to  allow  me  to  substitute 
empty  declamation  for  the  simple  and  touching  truths  of  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Christ,  and  to  prevent  me  from  striving  to  be  able  to  say 
with  the  apostle,  “  we  preach  not  ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord.”  But  the  principles  of  human  nature,  the  diversi¬ 
ties  of  human  judgment,  and  the  varying  degrees  of  mental 
cultivation  and  refinement,  will  compel  me  in  addressing  you 
on  these  momentous  topics,  so  to  mould  my  instructions  in  re¬ 
gard  to  style  and  manner,  as  may  most  readily  and  effectual¬ 
ly  interest  your  minds,  affect  your  hearts,  and  influence  your 
lives  and  conversation.  Whilst  then  I,  as  a  steward  of  the 
mysteries  of  God,  am  endeavouring  thus  to  preach  to  you  his 
holy  word,  our  relative  positions  will  surely  require  of  you 
such  attention  as  the  intrinsic  merits  of  these  solemn  subjects 
demand.  If  I  preach  under  responsibility  to  God,  it  should 
be  remembered  that  you  also  are  responsible  to  the  same  al¬ 
mighty  Being  for  the  manner  in  which  you  hear  the  truth  at 
my  mouth.  The  warning  of  our  Lord  should  not  be  forgot¬ 
ten — “  Take  heed  how  ye  hear.”  Carelessness,  indolence, 
prejudice,  an  alienated  mind,  distracted  thoughts,  a  wander¬ 
ing  imagination — these  are  not  the  characteristics  which 
should  mark  your  deportment  when  listening  to  an  exposition 
of  any  part  of  that  message  which  has  come  from  God  to  in¬ 
struct  you  in  the  way  of  eternal  life.  Perhaps  I  may  venture 
to  say  that  there  never  has  been  a  sermon  delivered  from  this 
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pulpit,  but  that  its  auditors  might  have  drawn  from  it,  if 
themselves  in  the  'proper  frame  of  mind ,  some  amount  of 
spiritual  good,  some  edification  of  the  heart,  some  suggestion 
to  the  conscience,  some  warning  to  the  temper,  some  caution 
against  besetting  sins,  some  argument  for  renewed  exertion 
and  more  earnest  vigilance,  even  though  no  knowledge  was 
communicated  to  the  intellect  by  its  matter ,  and  no  excite¬ 
ment  applied  to  the  feelings,  or  no  gratification  to  the  taste,  by 
its  manner.  An  honest  and  impartial  judge  would  decide  that 
no  small  portion  of  the  modern  inefficiency  of  Christian  preach¬ 
ing  is  to  be  charged  upon  the  audience.  When,  therefore,  I 
am  aiming  to  speak  to  you  the  things  which  become  sound 
doctrine,  and  studying  to  show  myself  approved  unto  God,  by 
faithfully,  earnestly  and  affectionately  setting  before  you  the 
truths  and  demands  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  let  me  ask  you  to 
remember,  that  your  obligations,  as  Christian  hearers,  cannot 
be  properly  discharged  unless  you  endeavour  to  lay  aside  a 
captious,  reluctant,  inattentive  mind,  and  listen  as  men  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  truths  here  announced,  willing  to  hear  your 
duties  freely  and  fully  discussed,  anxious  not  only  for  intellec¬ 
tual  gratification,  but  for  moral  and  spiritual  improvement, 
and  impressed  with  the  full  conviction  that  you  are  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed  from  this  place  as  sinners,  to  whom  a  God  of  infinite 
mercy  offers  the  pardonj  and  grace,  and  knowledge,  which 
your  guilt  and  sinfulness,  and  spiritual  ignorance  require. 

IV.  In  proceeding  to  other  general  duties  of  a  Christian 
congregation,  1  will  but  barely  name,  as  there  is  not  time  for 
a  prolonged  development  of  their  respective  claims,  some 
few  of  those  which  result  from  our  relation  to  each  other. 

In  addition  to  that  of  a  reasonable  support  of  the  Christian 
minis  try,  which  by  an  express  ordinance  of  Christ  is  imposed 
upon  the  believers  in  his  name,  I  observe  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  congregation  cheerfully  and  liberally,  as  God  has  bless¬ 
ed  them,  to  sustain  the  temporal  burdens  of  the  parish. 

It  is  your  duty  to  throw  your  influence  and  patronage 
into  the  scale  of  those  church  institutions  which  pastoral  ob¬ 
ligations  will  require  me  to  present  to  your  notice  from  this 
place. 
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It  is  your  duty  to  cultivate  an  enlightened  and  hearty 
attachment  to  the  church  of  which  you  are  members,  and  by 
■whose  ministry  you  are  served  in  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

It  is  your  duty  to  endeavour  to  exemplify  in  your  cha¬ 
racters  and  lives  the  holy  principles  which,  on  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  gospel,  the  church  enforces  on  the  consciences  of 
her  members. 

It  is  your  duty  to  conform ,  humbly  and  readily ,  to  the 
various  usages  of  the  church,  which  are  sanctioned  by  her 
authority,  as  proper  in  their  character,  and  edifying  in  their 
influence. 

On  all  these  points,  it  will  be  my  office,  as  occasion 
shall  require  and  opportunity  be  given,  in  the  course  of  my 
ministry  among  you,  to  enlarge.  May  God  enable  me  in 
treating  of  these  most  important  topics,  to  give  to  them 
their  full  and  merited  claim;  and  whilst  I  endeavour  to  infuse 
into  the  discussion  of  them  the  earnestness  of  youthful  zeal, 
may  it  ever  be  tempered  by  the  same  prudence  and  wisdom 
which  have  so  long  characterized  the  personal  piety  and  of¬ 
ficial  ministrations  of  the  aged  servant*  of  Christ,  who  still,  in 
the  gracious  providence  of  God,  lingers  amongst  us  the  object 
of  such  deep  veneration  and  love. 

Thus  far  I  have  addressed  you,  my  brethren,  in  regard  to 
duties  in  which  you  are  all  concerned.  There  are  some  of 
a  more  special  character  growing  out  of  the  particular  atti¬ 
tude  in  which  individuals  of  the  congregation  are  placed. 
Every  pastor  has  a  right  to  look  for  the  countenance  and  co¬ 
operation  of  his  vestry  in  his  efforts  to  fulfil  his  office  and  ad¬ 
vance  the  church  of  Christ.  He  has  just  ground  to  rely  upon 
parents  to  aid  him  in  his  attempts  to  instruct  the  children  of 
his  flock.  He  has  a  right  to  look  for  the  assistance  of  its 
youthful  members  in  conducting  the  appropriate  agencies  of 
parochial  enterprise. 

But  more  than  all,  he  has  a  powerful  and  affecting  claim 
upon  those  who  kneel  with  him  at  the  altar,  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  unutterable  love  of  Christ  our  Saviour.  In  the 
spirit  of  our  mutual  obligations,  I  look  to  you,  my  Christian 
brethren,  partakers  of  the  heavenly  calling,  whose  minds 


The  venerable  patriarch,  Bishop  White,  rector  of  the  church. 
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can  appreciate  the  trials  of  a  Christian  pastor,  who  know  the 
folly  and  waywardness  of  the  human  heart,  who  have  noted 
from  your  own  experience  the  deep  prejudices  and  obstinate 
ignorance  of  the  inconsiderate  and  sinful,  and  who,  in  the  ex¬ 
pressive  image  of  the  apostle,  have  tasted  that  the  Lord  is 
gracious — I  look  to  you  for  that  Christian  sympathy,  that  for¬ 
bearing  judgment,  that  firm  support,  that  patient  reception 
of  the  truth,  that  cheerful  and  prompt  co-operation,  in  works 
of  love,  and  above  all,  for  that  unwavering  example  of  con¬ 
formity  to  the  will  and  appointments  of  Christ,  and  to  the 
usages  of  his  church,  wdthout  which  my  labours  here,  however 
faithful  and  however  zealous,  can,  in  all  human  view,  make 
but  little  impression  on  the  icy  bosoms  in  which  sin  and  satan 
and  the  world  bear  a  still  unbroken  sway.  If  they  who  are 
especially  bound  in  public  estimation  to  be  holy,  zealous,  hum¬ 
ble,  separate  from  sin,  steady  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  un¬ 
moved  from  their  Christian  stability  by  the  transient  excite¬ 
ments  of  a  restless  age,  intent  not  on  attracting  the  public 
gaze,  but  on  their  personal  advancement  in  every  Christian 
grace,  in  every  good  word  and  work — if  the  communicants 
of  this  church  fail  to  “  let  their  conversation  be  as  becometh 
the  gospel  of  Christ,”  if  they  relax  their  vigilance,  if  they  ne¬ 
glect  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  if  they  disappear  from  the 
stated  commemorations  of  a  Saviour’s  love,  if  they  throw 
themselves  heedlessly  into  the  great  vortex  of  sin  and  folly 
and  the  world,  and  cease  to  display  in  temper ,  character  and 
life,  the  marks  of  their  Christian  profession — what  a  tremen¬ 
dous  stumbling  block  will  they  cast  in  the  way  of  others — 
how  utterly  will  they  prostrate  the  exertions  and  influence 
of  their  pastors — what  a  fearful  account  must  they  ultimate¬ 
ly  render  for  thus  bringing  reproach  on  the  church  of  Christ, 
and  frustrating  the  salvation  of  those  around  them.  I  entreat 
you ,  then,  especially,  my  Christian  brethren,  to  weigh  your 
responsibility  in  this  matter,  and  to  walk  as  children  of  light, 
adorning  the  doctrine  of  God  your  Saviour  in  all  things.  I 
entreat  you  all,  in  your  respective  spheres,  to  give  earnest 
heed  to  your  own  salvation,  to  the  interests  of  the  church  of 
Christ,  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  men. 

Finally,  in  full  reliance  on  the  truth  that  vain  are  our  united 
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efforts  in  this  great  enterprise  without  the  blessing  of  God, 
and  under  his  own  assurance  that  he  will  hear  the  petitions 
of  those  who  ask  in  his  Son’s  name,  I  beseech  you  all,  daily 
and  earnestly,  to  implore  through  Christ,  the  divine  blessing 
on  the  persons  and  labours  of  your  pastors,  that  they  may  so 
faithfully  minister  among  you  as  to  promote  your  spiritual  and 
eternal  good,  advance  their  own  salvation,  and  finally,  when 
summoned  before  the  great  Master  of  the  house  to  give  an 
account  of  their  stewardship,  each  may  hear  from  his  blessed 
lips,  the  transporting  declaration — “  Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant — enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.” 


APPENDIX 


NOTE  A. 

Among' the  Rules,  Statutes  and  Ordinances  of  St.  Peter’s  Church  are  the 
following  provisions,  which  will  explain  the  allusion  in  the  Sermon: 

“To  the  election  of  an  assistant  minister  the  consent  of  the  rector,  if  there 
be  one,  and  the  votes  and  consent  of  at  least  nine  members  of  the  vestry 
shall  be  necessary. 

In  either  case,  the  person  to  be  elected  must  have  been  openly  nominat¬ 
ed  at  the  previous  meeting,  and  the  notices  shall  have  expressed  that  such 
nominations  are  then  to  be  received,  and  the  notices  of  a  meeting  at  which 
an  election  is  intended  shall  express  the  same;  and  no  election  shall  be  held 
until  four  weeks  shall  have  elapsed  after  a  nomination. 

The  e’ection  of  a  rector  or  of  an  assistant  minister  shall  be  by  ballot. 

In  cases  of  the  election  of  a  rector  or  assistant  minister,  publication  thereof 
shall  be  made  on  the  next  ensuing  Sunday  by  the  officiating  minister  from 
the  desk,  immediately  after  divine  service,  morning  and  afternoon;  and  if 
within  one  month  thereafter  the  majority  of  members  entitled  to  vote  for 
vestrymen  shall  declare  in  writing  to  the  church  wardens,  or  either  of  them, 
that  they  object  to  such  election,  the  same  shall  be  void,  and  no  other  no¬ 
mination  or  election  shall  be  had  until  after  another  election  of  vestrymen, 
unless  a  majority  of  members  entitled  to  vote  for  vestrymen,  shall  declare 
in  writing,  their  wish  to  the  contrary.” 


NOTE  B. 

The  author  of  these  discourses  was  chosen  assistant  to  the  rector  of  the 
united  churches  in  March,  1822,  for  one  year.  In  1823,  he  was  elect¬ 
ed  one  of  the  permanent  assistant  ministers  of  those  churches,  and  con¬ 
tinued,  in  conjunction  with  his  valued  brethren,  the  Rev.  Drs.  Abercrombie 
and  Kemper,  to  act  in  that  capacity  until  August,  1828,  when  by  an  invita¬ 
tion  from  the  Trustees  of  the  University  he  relinquished  his  connexion  with 
the  united  churches  for  the  Provostship  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
a  situation  better  adapted  to  a  somewhat  enfeebled  state  of  health.  Sub¬ 
sequently  to  his  leaving  them,  the  united  churches  were  erected  into  the 
three  separate  and  independent  parishes  of  Christ  church,  St.  Peter’s  church, 
and  St.  James’  church;  each,  however,  under  the  rectorship  of  the  same 
beloved  and  venerable  pastor,  who  for  more  than  fifty  years  has  held  the 
rectorship  of  these  churches. 

The  following  correspondence  will  show  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  resumption  of  his  ministerial  functions  has  taken  place. 

Philadelphia,  June  3d,  1833. 

To  the  Honourable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, — Having  been  unanimously  invited  by  the  vestry  of  St. 
Peter’s  Church,  in  this  city,  to  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  that  parish,  and 
having  felt  myself  prompted  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  accept  the  invitation,  I 
beg  leave  to  tender  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  my  resignation  as  Professor  of 
Moral  Philosophy  and  Provost  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  cannot  take  this  step  without  expressing  my  heartfelt  acknowledgments 
to  the  Board,  for  their  uniform  kindness,  support  and  confidence,  during 
my  official  connexion  with  the  institution. 

It  is  also  matter  of  no  slight  gratification  for  me  to  reflect,  that  during 
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my  provostship,  the  most  entire  harmony  has  prevailed  among  the  members 
of  the  Faculty  with  whom  I  have  been  associated,  and  that  nothing  has 
occurred  to  mar  the  intercourse  between  the  Faculty  and  the  Board.  The 
institution  has  my  warmest  wishes  for  its  continued  increase,  efficiency  and 
usefulness,  and  though  separated  from  it,  my  humble  influence  and  efforts 
shall  be  giv  en  to  aid  "the  Board  in  their  attempt  to  provide  the  city  with  the 
means  of  an  adequate  collegiate  education. 

Whilst  1  could  wish  to  be  relieved  from  my  present  engagements  in  the 
College,  as  soon  as  practicable,  1  will  yet  cheei  fully  continue  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  the  station,  if  the  Board  shall  desire  it,  until  the  end  of  the 
present  term,  or  until  the  requisite  arrangements  to  supply  the  vacancy 
shall  have  been  made.  With  the  sincerest  prayers  for  the  welfare  of  the 
members  of  the  Board,  and  for  the  success  of  the  University  in  all  its 
departments, 

I  remain  very  truly,  &c. 

W.  H.  DE  LANCEY. 


At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  held  June  4th,  1833,  the  resignation 
by  the  Kev.  Dr.  De  Lancey  of  the  office  of  Provost  and  Professor  of  Moral 
Philosophy,  having  been  read,  it  was  resolved  unanimously,  that  the  Board 
of  Trustees  having  received  from  the  Rev.  W.  H.  De  Lancey,  a  letter  dated 
the  3d  inst.  resigning  the  Professorship  of  Moral  Philosophy  and  the  station 
of  Provost  of  this  University,  accept  his  resignation  with  regret.  They 
cannot  look  back  to  his  faithful  administration  of  those  duties,  his  eminent 
talents,  his  extensive  learning,  his  sound  judgment,  his  urbanity  of  manners, 
and  his  preservation  of  harmony  with  the  Faculty,  and  good  order  among 
the  Students,  without  an  express  declaration  of  their  entire  satisfaction  with 
his  official  conduct,  and  personal  character  and  demeanour.  The  Board 
cheerfully  accepts  his- voluntary  proposition  to  continue  his  valuable 
assistance  until  the  close  of  the  present  term,  or  until  the  requisite 
arrangements  to  supply  the  vacancy  shall  have  been  made. 

From  the  minutes. 

(Signed) 

JAMES  C.  BIDDLE, 
Secretary. 


NOTE  C. 

The  following  brief  outline  of  the  history  of  St.  Peter’s,  suggested  by 
this  allusion  to  its  present  venerable  rector,  will  probably  be  new  to  many 
of  its  members. 

St.  Peter’s  church  was  erected  at  the  suggestion  and  through  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  several  members  of  Christ  church,  (then  the  only  Episcopal  church 
in  Philadelphia,)  resident  in  that  part  of  the  city  where  the  church  stands. 
It  was  dedicated  in  1761.  The  ensuing  account  of  the  dedication  is  taken 
from  the  preface  to  the  Sermon  preached  on  the  occasion  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Smith,  Provost  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

“  In  this  country,  then,  where  our  church  is  far  removed  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  her  bishops,  and  where  it  hath  not  yet  been  the  method  (nor  in¬ 
deed  would  circumstances  always  admit)  before  a  stated  use  of  our  newly 
erected  places  of  wotship,  to  solicit  a  special  authority  for  separating  them 
to  God’s  service,  in  the  express  manner  of  any  approved  ritual;  all  we  can 
do  is  to  preserve  so  much  of  the  original  design  of  the  thing  as  Presbyters 
may  warrantably  perform;  and  which,  in  such  circumstances,  may  be  thought 
more  immediately  necessary  for  edification.  We  may  meet  on  a  fixed  day; 
and,  in  conjunction  with  the  common  service  of  the  church,  may  use  such 
particular  forms  of  prayer  and  sermons  as  may  be  suitable  to  the  occasion; 
professing,  before  God  and  the  world,  our  humble  desire  of  setting  apart 
such  places  to  his  service,  and  keeping  them  continually  sacred  to  that 
pious  end. 
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Thus  much  is  in  the  power  of  every  religious  society;  and  thus  much,  at 
least,  as  members  of  the  church  of  England,  it  is  our  particularfluty  to  do, 
with  all  possible  solemnity,  gravity,  and  love  to  God,  whensoever  we  devote 
any  particular  place  to  his  service;  in  order  that,  forever  afterwards  when 
we  enter  therein,  we  may  consider  ourselves  as  entering  into  the  place, 
where  He  hath  promised  to  manifest  His  more  immediate  presence;  and 
behave  ourselves  when  there  (as  the  primitive  Christians  are*  said  to  have 
done  in  their  places  of  worship)  with  the  utmost  reverence  and  devotion, 
as  in  the  palace  of  the  Great  King. 

These  were  the  principles  kept  in  view  at  the  opening  of  St.  Peter’s 
church  in  this  city;  and  the  best  testimony  for  the  conduct  of  that  solemnity, 
is  the  approbation  it  met  with,  even  from  some  who  came  prejudiced  against 
every  thing  of  that  kind.  And  here  it  is  but  justice  to  the  officiating  mi¬ 
nisters  to  set  down  the  whole  order  and  choice  of  the  service,  made  by 
them  on  this  occasion. 

1.  A  beginning  was  made,  with  pronouncing  the  following  sentences. 

“  Thus  saith  the  Lord:  The  heaven  is  my  throne,  and  the  earth  is  my 
footstool.  Where  is  the  house  that  ye  build  unto  me?  and  where  is  the 
place  of  my  rest?”  Isaiah. 

“  From  the  rising  of  the  sun,  even  unto  the  going  down  of  the  same,  my 
name  shall  be  great  among  the  Gentiles;  and  in  every  place  incense  shall 
be  offered  unto  my  name,  and  a  pure  offering;  for  my  name  shall  be  great 
among  the  heathen,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.”  Malachi. 

“  The  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall  be  glad,  and  the  desert  shall 
rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose.”  Isaiah. 

“  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in 
the  midst  of  them.”  St.  Matthew. 

2.  An  occasional  Prayer  from  the  Reading-desk. 

3.  Morning  Prayer  of  the  church,  as  usual. 

4.  Proper  Psalms,  84th,  122d,  132d. 

5  The  I  essons  viz  l  1  KinSs>  ch'  viH'  . 

’  S  St.  Matthew,  ch.  xxi.  to  verse  14th. 

[N.  11.  Thus  far  (except  reading  the  Absolution)  by  the  youngest  offi¬ 
ciating  minister. }] 

6.  An  occasional  Prayer,  with  a  baptism,  at  the  fount  [by  the  author  of  the 
Sermon.f] 

7.  The  remainder  of  the  morning  service  (using  only,  instead  of  the  collect 
for  the  day,  that  for  St.  Peter’s  day,  and  the  last  for  good  Friday)  by  the§ 
eldest  missionary  present. 

8.  Occasional  Prayer,  with  the  Communion  service. 

9.  The  Epistle.  Haggai,  ch.  2d.  to  verse  10th. 

10.  The  gospel  for  St.  Peter’s  day. 

[N.  B.  This  part  of  the  service  was  performed  at  the  altar,  by  the[| 
eldest  officiating  minister.] 

To  this  succeeded  the  Sermon;  and  if  a  judgment  might  be  form¬ 
ed  from  the  attention  wherewith  it  was  received  by  a  very  crowded 
audience,  the  author  may  flatter  himself  that  now  when  it  appears  from  the 
press,  and  solicits  a  candid  perusal  in  the  closet,  it  may  be  of  some  service; 
more  especially  that  part  which  regards  our  neglected  Sabbath  and  public 
ordinances. 

The  author’s  engagements  allow  him  but  few  opportunities  of  addressing 
the  world  in  this  way;  and  those  hitherto  have  chiefly  arisen  out  of  public 
occasions,  where  the  calls  were  sudden,  and  where  he  hath  only  had  leisure 
to  show  the  warmth  of  the  heart,  and  not  the  labour  of  the  head — Happy 
always  if,  with  a  desire  to  serve  his  friends,  he  can  give  any  testimony  of  a 
zeal  for  truth,  and  for  that  church  whereof  he  is  a  member!” 


*  Chrysostom,  f  Rev.  Mr.  Duche.  jRev.  Dr.  Smith.  §  Rev.  Mr.  Neill. 
l)Rev.  Mr.  Sturgeon. 
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At  this  time*the  Rev.  Robert  Jenney,  L.  L.  D.  was  rector  of  Christ  church, 
to  which  St.  Peter’s  was  united  under  the  same  rectorship  as  part  of  the 
same  corporation,  which  thenceforth  became  the  united  churches  of  Christ 
church  and  St.  Pe.ter’s.  Mr.  Jenney  was  advanced  in  age,  and  in  a  feeble 
state  of  health.  The  Rev.  William  Sturgeon  and  the  Rev.  Jacob  Duche 
were  the  Assistant  ministers. 

Upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Jenney,  in  1762,  the  church  remained  for  some 
time  without  a  rector,  sustained  by  the  ministrations  of  the  other  clergy. 
The  choice  ultimately  fell  upon  Dr.  Richard  Peters,  who  held  the  rector- 
ship  until  1775,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Duche  in  that  station — the  Rev.  Thomas  Coombs  and  the  Rev.  William 
White  being  the  assistant  ministers,  both  having  been  chosen  in  1772. 

The  events  of  the  Revolution  of  1776  dispersed  those  clergy  who  adopted 
views  adverse  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Both  Mr.  Duche  and 
Mr.  Coombs  left  the  country  in  that  year,  and  the  Rev.  William  White, 
then  one  of  the  Assistant  Ministers,  was  appointed  to  the  Rectorship,  which 
he  accepted  with  the  express  understanding,  that  in  case  Mr.  Duche  should 
return,  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  surrender  the  parish  to  the  former  incum¬ 
bent.  Mr.  Coombs  never  returned,  and  although  Mr.  Duche  subsequently 
resided  in  this  country,  it  was  under  circumstances  which  physically  inca¬ 
pacitated  him  from  resuming  his  ministerial  functions.  He  was  the  victim 
of  a  paralysis. 

From  1776  to  1780,  Dr.  White  continued  to  officiate  without  assistance, 
alternately  in  the  morning  in  one  church,  and  in  the  afternoon  in  the  other. 
In  the  last  named  year,  the  Rev.  Robert  Blackwell  was  elected  Assistant 
Minister.  In  1787  Dr.  White  proceeded  to  England,  and  was  consecrated 
Bishop  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  that  year,  continuing  his  connexion 
with  the  parish  as  Rector.  In  the  same  year  the  Rev.  Joseph  Bend  was 
appointed  an  Assistant  Minister;  and  appears  to  have  resigned  in  17 91. 

The  Rev.  James  Abercrombie  was  chosen  an  Assistant  Minister  in  1794. 

In  1809  St.  James’  Church,  in  North  Seventh  street,  was  erected  under 
the  direction  of  the  vestry,  and  connected  with  the  corporation,  which  thence¬ 
forth  consisted  of  the  united  churches  of  Christ  Church,  St.  Peter’s,  and  St. 
James’. 

Subsequently  to  this,  in  1811,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Blackwell  having  resigned, 
on  account  of  his  advanced  age  and  infirmities,  the  Rev.  Jackson  Kemper 
was  chosen  an  Assistant  Minister. 

In  1815  the  Rev.  James  Milnor  was  appointed  Assistant  Minister,  which 
office  he  resigned  upon  being  called,  in  1817,  to  the  rectorship  of  St. 
George’s  Church,  New  York. 

In  1823,  after  some  previous  temporary  annual  appointments  of  various 
clergymen,  the  Rev.  William  H.  De  Lancey  was  chosen  an  Assistant 
Minister.  He  resigned  the  situation  upon  being  elected  Provost  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1828. 

In  1829  St.  James’  Church  was  amicably  separated  from  the  united 
churches,  and  erected  into  a  distinct  parish  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature, the  Rt. 
Rev.  Bishop  White,  theformer  Rector  of  the  three  united  churches,  retaining 
the  same  relation  to  the  newly  erected  parish,  the  other  churches  retaining 
also  his  services  with  those  of  the  Assistant  Ministers,  the  Rev.  Drs.  Aber¬ 
crombie  and  Kemper.  At  this  point  the  narrative  leaves  St.  James’Church. 

In  1831  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kemper  resigned  the  Assistant  Ministry  of  Christ 
Church  and  St.  Peter’s,  to  accept  the  charge  of  an  important  parish  in 
Connecticut.  His  ardent  and  sober  piety,  his  unremitted  assiduity,  his  ad¬ 
mirable  parochial  talents,  and  his  faithful  inculcation  of  evangelical  truth, 
will  long  be  held  in  fond  remembrance  by  his  many  friends,  and  may  well 
be  contemplated  by  his  successors  as  an  example  to  guide  and  stimulate 
them  in  the  responsible  and  difficult  stations  which  they  occupy. 

In  1832  the  united  churches  were  separated  into  two  distinct  parishes, 
each  under  the  same  Rector  and  Assistant  Minister.  In  the  same  year  the 
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Uev.  Dr.  Abercrombie  resigned  his  connexion  with  Christ  Church,  as  As 
sistant  Minister,  and  in  the  spring  of  1833  extended  the  resignation  to  St 
Peter’s,  having  spent  nearly  forty  years,  in  the  service  of  these  churches 
long  admired  for  his  unrivalled  excellence  as  a  reader  of  our  admirable  litur 
gy,  for  Jiis  ability  as  a  writer,  and  his  eloquence  as  a  preacher';  and  exhibit 
ing  in  his  long  continued,  active  and  steady  discharge  of  ministerial  duty 
an  unbroken  attachment  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and  of  his  church.  St.  Peter’: 
church  being  thus  vacant  as  to  a  permanent  Assistant  Minister,  the  authoi 
of  the  preceding  discourses  and  of  this  hasty  sketch,  having  in  the  same  year. 
1833,  been  unanimously  invited  to  resume  his  connexion  with  this  congre 
gation,  became  the  assistant  minister  of  St.  Peter’s  church,  to  succeed  to 
the  rectorship  when  it  shall  become  vacant.  May  he  ever  emulate  the 
piety,  zeal,  prudence  and  devotedness  of  those  who  have  preceded  him  in 
this  important  charge. 


